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ORIGIN EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-12 

GAC-01 SAI-01 MBFR-03 ACDA-19 IO-12 OIC-04 CU-04 

TRSE-00 NEA-10 /146 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/ WE: RPGALLAGHER/ CEK 
5/8/73; EXT: 28210 

APPROVED BY EUR: GEORGE S SPRINGSTEEN 
EUR/ RPM: RJMCGUIRE 
EUR/ WE: RDVINE 

011184 

R 082139 Z MAY 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ROME 
INFO ALL NATO CAPITALS 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 087389 

E. 0.11652: N/ A 
TAGS: PFOR, IT 

SUBJECT: CSCE: TIMING OF CONFERENCE PHASES 
REFERENCE: ROME 3439, LONDON 5070 

1 . IN CALL ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SPRINGSTEEN MAY 
3 ITALIAN EMBASSY MINISTER DE BENEDICTIS RAISED QUESTION 
OF TIMING OF CSCE PHASES, STATING ITALIANS ARE CONCERNED 
THAT END- OF- JUNE TARGET DATE FOR START OF FIRST PHASE 
SHOULD NOT BE REGARDED AS AN IMMUTABLE DEADLINE. HE ALSO 
SAID EUROPEANS FORESEE PERIOD OF 4-5 WEEKS BETWEEN END OF 
MPT AND START OF PHASE ONE AS NECESSARY FOR PREPARATIONS. 

DE BENEDICTIS NOTED THAT IF PHASE TWO RUNS FROM JULY- 
SEPTEMBER, AND PHASE THREE BEGINS IN OCTOBER, AS AMBASSADOR 
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FALIN HAS SUGGESTED, THE SHORTNESS OF TIME FOR PHASE TWO 
WOULD TEMPT THE OTHER SIDE TO TRY TO LIMIT WORKING 
COMMISSIONS TO PRODUCE ONLY GENERAL STATEMENTS WITHOUT 
SPECIFICS. 

2. SPRINGSTEEN ASSURED DE BENEDICTIS THAT WE CONTINUE TO 
CONSIDER END- OF- JUNE AS THE TARGET DATE FOR THE OPENING 
OF CSCE, NOTING THAT THE SOVIETS VIEW THE END OF JUNE NOT 
JUST AS A TARGET DATE, BUT AS A DEADLINE. HOWEVER WE BE- 
LIEVE THAT PROGRESS IN MPT IV WILL PERMIT HOLDING THE FIRST 
PHASE OF CSCE AT THE END OF JUNE. HE ALSO NOTED THAT THE 
U. S. IS INTERESTED IN ACHIEVING THIS DATE SINCE THE SOVIETS 

NOW INSIST ON LINKING ITS ACHIEVEMENT TO AGREEING TO AN 
MBFR DATE IN SEPTEMBER- OCTOBER. ON TIMING OF PHASES HE 
SAID SOME REPORTS INDICATE SOVIETS AGREE TO WORKING 
COMMISSIONS CONVENING IN JULY TO ORGANIZE BUT ONLY GETTING 
DOWN TO WORK IN SEPTEMBER AND CONTINUING TO END OF YEAR, 
WITH PHASE THREE BEGINNING EARLY 1974. 

3. SINCE THE GOVERNMENTS INVOLVED ARE CLOSELY FOLLOWING 
THE MPT, SPRINGSTEEN FORESAW AD REFERENDUM APPROVAL 
COMING QUICKLY AFTER THE MPT, AND SAW NO NEED FOR LONG 
DELAYS BETWEEN THE END OF MPT AND THE START OF CSCE. 

4. DE BENEDICTIS ASKED IF DURING THE KISSINGER SEPTEMBER 
TALKS WITH THE SOVIETS THE ISSUES OF TIMING BETWEEN CSCE 
AND MBFR, AND THE LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION AT PHASE THREE 
WERE RAISED. SPRINGSTEEN REPLIED THAT DATES WERE 
DISCUSSED, WITH CSCE FORESEEN TO START IN LATE JUNE AND 
MBFR IN SEPTEMBER- OCTOBER. THERE WAS NO AGREEMENT ON THE 
PARTICIPANT LEVEL AT PHASE THREE. THE ISSUE WILL BE 
WORKED OUT DURING PHASE TWO. ROGERS 
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